WELCOME
Now that we appear to be getting back to something like normal, I
remember the wise words of my driving instructor all these years ago
- ‘proceed with caution’. In the light of this advice and the recent
statement from Scotland’s National Clinical Director, Professor Jason
Leach, who stated that there was a real possibility of a third Covid
wave, ERDC has reluctantly decided to postpone the muchanticipated ‘Glasgow – Edinburgh Classic Car Run’. We think it is best
to err on the side of caution in these unpredictable times. Once most
people have had two doses of the vaccine, we can look forward to
going ‘out to play’ in safety – roll on the good times.
Last month, after restrictions were eased slightly, we had a brief trip
down south to see the family whom we hadn’t been able to visit for
over a year. I paid a visit to James Barrett Engineering as I was in the
vicinity and he showed me some new developments for his engine and
gearbox conversion which we featured last month. I was very
impressed. He is a talented engineer.
On the same trip I went to see Jason Elliott at his new premises near
Peterborough. In addition to his business, Elliott’s Restoration, it will
also be the ADO Autocentre for the south. It’s a great set up and Jason
and his son are geared up to build ADO’s in the near future.
Hope you enjoy this edition of Classic Updates and Monte News.

Douglas Anderson
dglanderson1@yahoo.co.uk

ELLIOT’S RESTORATION

Jason Elliott is building the first ADO 595 with a view to exhibiting it at
the Classic Car Show at the NEC in November. As you can see, the
panels have been removed and the tub has been stripped back to bare
metal. The next stage is to prep and paint the tub, fit the suspension
(with new and refurbished parts from Peter May Engineering) and
install the twin cam engine and 5 speed gearbox which was developed
by James Barrett. This should all be completed by the end of next
month when the new body will be mounted on the rolling chassis.
Here’s hoping there are no hitches now we are finally able to move
forward with the project. The next big decision is the colour. I have
taken to going round supermarket car parks and interrogating car
owners as to the particular shade of their vehicle. In some ways the
choice of colour is the most difficult decision as the show car has to be
at its best under the lights at the NEC. Any suggestions?

Monte News
The Monte is still a Challenge

Story by Alan Smith
The late Philip Young’s Monte Event, The Monte Carlo Challenge, sought to re-create the Monte’s of
the 1950’s and 1960’s. Cars had to be manufactured before 1962, so as to exclude Mini Coopers,
Porsches and Ford Escorts, the competitors had to dress in period clothes, duffle coats, flat hats and
all electronic instruments and digital watches were banned. Whereas, for the ‘Historique’ the rules
were more relaxed – cars had to be a model that had competed in the original event before 1980 and
everything else such as racing overalls, service crews, route recceing and the latest electronic
navigational aids were permitted. I had navigated on the ‘Historique’ event in an Alpine Renault
(2001), a Porsche 356 (2002) and a P5 Rover (2003). Now in 2010 having just acquired a 1959 rally
prepared Morris Minor it was my turn to do the driving. The event is usually oversubscribed and I
thought a Morris Minor, as driven by Pat Moss in 1958, would take precedence over yet another
Porsche 911 or Mini Cooper. On submitting all the relevant paper work the entry was initially refused
as the 1275 engine and alloy wheels were considered not be available in 1959. This was soon rectified
by a re-issued V5 and the purchase of some of the wider Minor van wheels. It did have some other
mods, but that’s another story. Other additions to the car for this winter event were a couple of spot
lights, a heated windscreen, a 75amp alternator and Avon Ice Touring winter tyres.

It was not an event that one could be confident of winning as it attracted 340 of the best European
crews in some very competitive cars, some of whom had been out practising the route and refining
their timing techniques using the latest electronic gadgets. Also the weather conditions can play as
big a part as the first car may pass a point in bright sunlight but six hours later the last car maybe
passing the same point in darkness and a blizzard. The total distance over four days and nights was
2500 kms with the optional starting points – Reims, Turin, Barcelona, Bad Hombourg, Copenhagen
initially converging on Monte Carlo. Generally the road sections were timed at an average of 50kph
and these were interspersed with a dozen Regularity sections. On these the average speed has to be
maintained precisely at all times as the early and lateness penalties are calculated to the nearest tenth
of a second, no easy task in the dark on sheet ice !!
As part of the Anglo/Greek Myrsini Bay Racing Team we all elected to start from Turin. Here the local
motor club scrutineered the cars but were very unlikely to countermand the OK by the ACM. I had
naively thought the weather would be warmish in Italy but as soon as we left the starting ramp at 8pm
the snow started and it continued all night. By the time we reached Grenoble the snow was already
thick in the town and likely to be much deeper on next 180 km loop into the mountains. If we failed
to maintain the 50kph average or there was some other delay on route and we failed to reach the
main time control in Chambery within our 30 mins lateness allowance we would be excluded from
the event, on the first night. Decision made. Cut out the loop, take the penalty for missing a passage
check and get to Chambery on time and head on down to Monte Carlo.
The next day it was back up north to Ardeche region and two nights based in Valence. The tricky forest
road over the Col de l’Echarasson was covered in ice and on a downhill left hand bend the road was
found to partially blocked by a Porsche that had buried itself in a snow bank. The excitable Italian
driver was not amused when he saw us with lots of understeer and nowhere else to go pushing his car
further into the bank. A quick lever with a crowbar freed the front wheel from the wing and we carried
on. Luckily we met up with a couple of friends, who were following the route, and they were sent off
to find a new headlamp. With plenty of duct tape and a light from a Renault 4 this proved to be a good
enough to keep us road legal.

Then the next day at a roundabout on the main road heading back south we were side swiped by a
Frenchman in his Peugeot. Not too serious but the dented driver’s door never did open again. Two
prangs in two days and we still had to get back to Monte Carlo for the finale. This was the night time
mountain loop of four Regularity sections over the infamous Col de Turini, Col St Roc, Col be Braus and
the Col de la Madone. We knew the timing would be tight so we chucked the speed tables in the back
and drove the 200 kms as briskly as we could. Just like on the World Championship event the
spectators were out shovelling extra snow onto the hairpin bends when least expected. We took the
penalty for missing the final Regularity and even so we only managed to average 45 kph throughout
the night. Now it was back to the final control and the bar on the quayside at Monte Carlo at 3am for
a well earned beer.

The winners had a total of 1,831 penalty points whereas we had somehow amassed a total of 129,584.
Not to worry, we made it to the finish, had a great event and still finished 3 rd in our class.

Monte Ramp Team

The Monte Ramp has been in storage since it was packed away in January 2020
after the Glasgow Start. Like all mechanical things, if they are not used they
deteriorate so it will be needing some tlc. Karsten Brown, Craig McGibbon and
Ranald White have kindly offered to join Jim Meggatt in the Monte Ramp Team.
They will check over the ramp, service it and perhaps give it a lick of paint.
After all the cars had gone over the ramp in 2020, the guys got together and,
while they were still dripping wet after assembling the ramp and putting up the
lights, they came up with ideas for some improvements. One issue identified
was that because of the road camber, it didn’t sit perfectly on the road surface
so they are going to build in some method to adjust it for different road cambers.
I think they have another couple of ideas up their sleeves, so I look forward to
seeing it at the next Monte Start.

For Sale
Hylton Reid has the following items for sale. Hylton can be contacted at hylton@alrewas.net
I have available a conversion for the Morris Minor rear suspension to telescopic shock absorbers. I
am happy to sell this for £75. It is unused.

I am also selling my 3.74:1 rear axle final drive. These are very rare, only being fitted to the last of
the 1500cc Midgets. It gives a high cruising speed at low revs. I am asking £350.

