SCOTTISH MOTOR SPORTS NEWS
SEPTEMBER
CLOSED ROADS MOTORSPORT
In June, a joint SMS and MSA statement was issued to announce that Transport Scotland were to
launch a public consultation on developing new legislation facilitating closed-road motorsport.
Since this announcement one Transport Scotland Stakeholder group meeting has been held –
comprising of representatives from MSA, SACU, local authorities and relevant government agencies.
In addition, a meeting of motorsport specialists was facilitated by SMS in June; this meeting was
attended by discipline specialists from across MSA and SACU motorsport. The purpose of the meeting
was to provide a brief to Transport Scotland - that reflected the views and opinions of the Scottish
motorsport community - on what future closed roads legislation should contain.
A brief was drafted and agreed by the specialist group and has been supplied to Transport Scotland.
At the time of writing, there is no further update on the process.
TOM PURVES TO STEP DOWN AS SMS CHAIRMAN
Tom Purves has notified the SMS committee that he will be stepping down as chairman of Scottish
Motor Sports by the end of 2018. Tom has chaired the SMS project since its inception in 2011. In this
time, he has brought two governing bodies together, overseen the development of a new strategic
plan for motorsport in Scotland and ultimately led the sport to secure the public recognition, funding
and support it enjoys from Scottish Government today.

It is fair to say that very few others could have achieved such a feat and Tom’s leadership and guidance
will be greatly missed going forward. As a group, we are extremely grateful for all that he has done for
the sport in Scotland and wish him all the very best for the future.
A sub group is being set-up to appoint Tom’s successor and we will report on progress with this in due
course.

SCOTTISH ROAD CAR SERIES
The latest rounds of the Scottish Road Car Series took place at Leuchars and Kames. Round 6, at
Leuchars Army Base, was run by Glenrothes Motor Sport Club and attracted a bumper 25 car entry.
The entry included a significant number of drift competitors who were encouraged along to try MSA
motorsport.
This event was run in parallel
with the Army’s ‘Race the
runway event’ to raise
money for the army
Benevolent Fund; a fantastic
total of £7,500 was raised on
the day. In addition to raising
money for a good cause, the
Road Car Series event itself
proved to be a real success.
In particular, the feedback
from the drifters was very
positive with many indicating that they would be back again and highlighting that this was a fun and
cost effective day out for them (most drift events cost at least £60 to enter and you go through
significantly more tyres!). Steven McConnell put in another impressive performance to take the win
and extend his lead in the series whilst Mr consistent, Ryan Gardiner, took 2nd place in his MX5. John
McLeod put in another great performance to take 3rd whilst newcomer – William Ritchie – took the
driver of the day award for his impressive drifting in his BMW estate car!
A ‘Street Car’ class was also introduced for this round
to enable those without a road legal car to enter (in
the Auto Test class). Four drivers took part in the street
car class where James Stephen took the win from 15year-old Ben Dryburgh who also fended his Dad, Alan
Dryburgh, off in third!
The series visited Kames on the 2nd of September for
round 7. This was the second event of the series to
make use of a track for the tests, after the popular
Boyndie round in May. Whilst the entry was not as
strong as the Leuchars event (with 12 entries but only 7 taking part on the day) the East Ayrshire Car
Club run venue was a real hit with competitors, who enjoyed the variety of the tests and the
opportunity to drive sections of the challenging Kames circuit.
Ryan Gardiner put in a fast and consistent performance to take his maiden win in the series ahead of
- on form - John McLeod in his Audi TT and Douglas McDougal, who scored his first podium of the year
in his Porsche Caymen. Stephen George took the driver of the day award for his impressive car control
in his Nissan Skyline.

This result has seen the battle for the championship heat up;
Ryan Gardiner’s round 7 win has promoted him to the top of the
series with 68 points. Steven McConnell and John Macleod are
just 8 points adrift in joint second place, with Douglas McDougal
within striking distance on 54 points in 3rd. Consistent points
finisher Richard Fairlie is sitting in 4th in his GT86 and round 1
winner, Bob Mather, should also not be discounted from the
fight – he’s missed a few rounds recently but has his entry in for
round 8 where we’re sure he will be in fighting form!
This is before dropped scores are taken into account – with only
competitor’s top 5 results counting towards their final score –
so with three rounds to go, the championship battle is well and
truly open. Watch this space!
The final round of the series is due to take place at Kames on 21 October and a special Pro-Am format
is being planned for this event. Scottish Touring Car Legend, John Cleland, has agreed to take part in
the event and plans are underway in conjunction with East Ayrshire Car Club to make this a stand out
Grande Finale.
So far, the series has attracted 50 registrations and on review in June, AutoSolo entries in Scotland
were up by almost 100% on 2017 figures.

SMRC VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME
On Saturday 30 June, the Scottish Motor Racing (SMRC) Club kicked off a new innovative volunteer
leadership programme to help their volunteers to progress and develop within the club.
The programme – which will span three sessions in total – has been developed from a collaboration
between SMRC, the Scottish Training Team and Scottish Motor Sports.
The first of the three sessions was delivered to a core group of 15 senior volunteers and focussed on
developing coaching skills, through the delivery of the MSA’s ‘Introduction To Coaching Course’. MSA
Academy Manager, Greg Symes, and MSA Academy Coach, James Wozencroft, delivered the session
to the group. The intention was to better equip this group of senior volunteers with the knowledge
and skills to go out and support some of their less experienced colleagues within the volunteer
workforce and identify what their individual aspirations are.
Each of the senior volunteers will now aim to catch up with 5 of their fellow marshals over the coming
months to provide some mentorship and identify their individual goals and aspirations. From there
they will help the Training instructors, Rupert Hine and Tony Brae, to identify common training needs
across the workforce. This will allow further training session to be developed based on the bespoke
needs of the wider volunteer workforce.

Rupert Hine, Training Instructor and Regional Training Officer for the Scottish Association of Motor
Sports Clubs commented:
“The strength of the marshal volunteer force is as a group but that strength comes from the
expertise of each of its members. Like in the rest of life we often forget that each member has
aspirations from their participation in motorsport and this programme is designed to help SMRC
develop their volunteers so that each member can enjoy their motorsport to the full, fulfil their
potential and help their club continue to succeed. I am really excited by the strong start we have
had and am looking forward to the next steps in the autumn.”
Club Chairman, Sandy Denham, believes this is a big step forward for the club’s workforce:
“Our marshals and officials are the beating heart of this club and other clubs across the country.
And yet, I am becoming increasingly aware of the strain our volunteer workforces are under
throughout British motorsport and the risk this poses to the future sustainability of the sport. For
this reason, I believe initiatives like this one are imperative to help our volunteers to grow and
develop as well as to enhance their enjoyment of the volunteering experience; it’s not much fun for
anyone if there is a shortage of key skills on the day of an event that means everyone is stretched to
beyond their capacity just to allow events to run. Ultimately, this initiative is designed to help tackle
this problem and ensure that skill gaps are identified and that succession plans are put in place,
through identifying the people with the will and potential to grow within the volunteer workforce.”
Overall, the first event was deemed to be a success with some great feedback from the participants;
whilst coaching is not necessarily a subject we automatically associate with marshals, it seemed the
participants very much enjoyed the course content and are looking forward to utilising the knowledge
gained in their roles over the coming months:
The next session is intended to take place in October and will be designed to meet the demands of
the club’s wider workforce, following the discussions that the new SMRC leaders will be having with
their fellow marshals over the coming weeks.
A special thank you goes out to Greg Symes and James Wozencroft for making the trip to deliver the
first session and also to Rupert and Tony Brae for their efforts coordinating the day.

VOLUNTEER PATHWAY RESOURCES
Discussion in the last Scottish Regional Association meeting highlighted the ongoing difficulties clubs
have recruiting, retaining and training marshals. Off the back of this meeting, SMS have begun
developing a new volunteer pathway resource for each discipline, in conjunction with clubs and the
Scottish Training Team. The pathways are based on the information contained within the various MSA
Personal Record Cards.
The purpose of this exercise is twofold; it is first of all being designed as a tool to more clearly highlight
the entry points and routes for progression within each discipline and to explain what the different
marshalling roles entail. It is felt that the sport under-sells the CV benefits of motorsport marshalling,
so there is a role description for each of the positions within the pathway that highlights,
responsibilities and the skills required to perform the role (whilst a working progress, the aim is to
align the language in these sections to that used within the Scottish Curriculum to help ‘sell’
motorsport volunteering as a learning opportunity within Schools, Colleges, Universities etc).
Secondly, the documents are intended to highlight what training is required for marshals at each level
to help marshals and clubs alike
to inform the Scottish Training
team
of
their
training
requirements better; currently,
there appears to be a real
challenge understanding what
training volunteers need in
Scotland and so this exercise combined with a survey that
has been sent out to all
registered marshals and senior
officials in Scotland - is intended
to help marshals identify their
current and future training
needs better.
Over the coming weeks, the SMS team will engage with the relevant discipline stakeholders and MSA
Training Department to get the documents to a more complete stage before final release. Once
complete, the model will also be transferable for developing a similar SACU Discipline resource.

INTRODUCTION TO COACHING COURSE
SMS coordinated an MSA ‘Introduction To Coaching Courses’, which was delivered in Blairdrummond
on 21 July by MSA Coach James Wozencroft and MSA Academy Manager Greg Symes. The day was
attended by nine people from a mixture of SACU and MSA clubs.
This course is the first step on the MSA coaching pathway; it is not a qualification but it is - as it says
on the tin - an introduction to the subject of coaching. It is therefore suitable for anyone with an
interest in the subject of coaching and not simply those who are looking to become coaches.

The Introduction To Coaching course is also intended to become the first step on the SACU coaching
pathway, so this session was particularly useful for gaining feedback from the SACU participants on
their thoughts of the suitability of the course for future.
Ian Pert, runs the Hedz up Youth Development Charity, which runs bikes in the Scottish Road Race
Championship. Off the back of the Introduction to Coaching course, he commented:
“I think that the course is a good first step for anyone that may be considering helping the SACU in
a coaching or mentoring roll.”
If you are interested in the coaching courses available, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us
on: info@scottishmotorsports.co.uk

SMS ACADEMY
The final session of the inaugural SMS Academy programme took place at Sportscotland offices on 17
July. In this session the Athletes learned about building their brand and growing their social media
following with Facebook Advertising Consultant, Gavin Bell. They also learned about interview
techniques and career planning, before doing a summary of the whole programme, which parents
were invited along to as well.
This was followed on by two separate feedback sessions for both parents and athletes, to help us
evaluate the success of the programme and to ultimately help us make the next programme better.
Applications for the 2018/19 Academy programme went live at the start of August and have now
closed. The coaching team and governing bodies are currently reviewing the applications ahead of the
first session in October, where the new squad will be announced.
Full details on the application process can be found here:
http://www.scottishmotorsports.co.uk/list/2018_19_SMS_Academy_Applications_Launch

STUDENT MOTORSPORT
The new Student Management Team – which has been set up to grow and coordinate student
motorsport activities – has created a new student calendar and website for the 2018/19 Academic
Term.
With the support of Development Officer, Gillian Sefton, the team have created a calendar of events
that includes karting, Auto testing and Trials bike riding. The group have also created the new student
motorsport website - www.stumotorsports.co.uk - that will enable students to find information about
student motorsport and enter the events online.
Gillian Sefton will also be supporting the students at fresher’s fairs over the coming weeks to help
raise awareness about the new student motorsport scene. In addition, a new social media marketing
campaign will be launched from the group’s new Facebook and Instagram channels.

There are currently 6 student motorsport clubs/groups in Scotland which each vary in their levels of
pro-activity. This new initiative is intended to increase the number of students participating in
motorsport and to ensure that SMS achieves the sportscotland target of 8 Student Motorsport Clubs
in Scotland by 2020.

COLLEGE EVENT
Students from Fife College and West College Scotland attended Knockhill on Tuesday 4th September,
to take part in an Auto Test run by Glenrothes Motor Sports Club.
The event took place thanks to a new relationship with the Energy Skills Partnership, who are keen to
get more college students involved in motorsport from both a driving / riding perspective and a
mechanical engineering perspective.

27 students took part in total, many of whom were enjoying their first experience behind the wheel
of a car. Whilst the clutches on the two cars may have seen better days, the event seemed to be well
received, with both students and lecturers indicating that they would like to get involved in more
activities like this.
Commenting off the back of the day, Patrick McGroarty - Curriculum Quality Leader – at West College
Scotland said:
“I have always been excited about the idea of integrating Motorsport into the established
Automotive Engineering curriculum at West College Scotland, I feel the addition of the sporting
challenges Motorsport engagement brings to our students better prepares then for the challenges
they will face in life. Motorsport brings excitement, disappointment, success and failure to mention
but a few, and the coping skills and strategies learned through hands on project working are all
hugely valuable life skills. It’s just an added bonus that it is all great fun as well!”

Alastair Reynold – from Monklands Sporting Car Club – also visited the event to see what it was all
about and to evaluate if MSCC could host a similar style event at their Forestburn Facility. He made a
short video summarising his visit, which can be viewed here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_2MrjJqZdk&feature=youtu.be
We’d like to say a big thank you to Bill Creevy and Richard Crozier from Glenrothes Motor Sports Club
for all their efforts putting on a great day for the students.

MSCC HOST CYCLING TASTER SESSION AT FORRESTBURN
On Monday the 13th of August 2018 members of Monklands Sporting Car Club (MSCC) opened the
gates of Forrestburn to members of the local cycling and triathlon communities to test out its
suitability for training and events. Clubs thought central Scotland were invited to send along a
representative to try out the track and provide feedback. Eight representatives attended the session,
some of whom were key influencers in the cycling world. In attendance were Scottish Cycling staff
with representatives from 2 of their clubs - West Lothian Clarion CC and Spartans CC; alongside staff
from Triathlon Scotland and representatives from 2 of their clubs - G72 Tri and ATHelite.

Cyclists were invited to carry out a number of test laps of the 1 mile circuit which comprised of the hill
climb track and return loop. Tests were carried out in both clockwise and anticlockwise directions to
determine the technical aspects of the track in relation to ascending and descending. Participants
were then asked to provide feedback on the suitability of the track, venue and its facilities. The general
consensus was that the venue is perfectly located for cycling activity within the central belt and also
that the facilities currently on offer are suffice. Cyclists commented that the track was very technical
and would make a great training facility for cyclists of every age and ability.
Overall, the track taster session was a great success and the MSCC Committee are now looking to
make progress by organising a trial event in partnership with Scottish Cycling in early 2019. MSCC
have commented that they consider cycling activity at Forrestburn to be complementary to their
current motorsports calendar and that it is the correct strategic direction for them in terms of the
environment and development of the site. All partners were in agreement that the evening was a huge
success and members of all clubs - cycling, triathlon and motorsports - were happy with the results.
A video diary of the activity can be viewed on the SMS Facebook page or on Youtube by using the
following link: https://youtu.be/AtdEky6UFVw

SAVE THE DATE!
SMS CLUB DEVEOPMENT DAY
Following the successful running of last year’s inaugural SMS Club Development day, the 2018 Club
Development day will take place on Saturday 3rd November in Blair Drummond Community Hall.
The day, intends to provide MSA and SACU clubs with a relaxed and informal environment to share
best practice and hear about new club development theories. A full list of workshops will be
released in due course, but topics covered on the day will include; A review on key SMS activity in
2018/19, Promoting a club in a digital age and Volunteer Workforce Development.
If you have any queries or would like to reserve a spot on the day, please contact us on
info@scottishmotorsports.co.uk

