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SMS ACADEMY SESSION 3
The third session of the Scottish Motor Sport Academy took place on 11 April at Knockhill Racing
Circuit. The day had a more technical focus over the previous SMS Academy sessions, with
workshops focussing on vehicle dynamics and riding and driving techniques.
The SMS Academy athletes also benefitted from the insights and inputs of some special guests at
this session. Three times British Superbike Champion and SMS Academy supporter, Niall Mackenzie,
joined the session as well as top Enduro rider and recently qualified Level 2 motorsport coach, Kevin
Murray.

The day started with some technical talk on some of the key terms used within motorsport and the
importance of having a common language with the team around you. For example, how do you
interpret what “balance” means in a car? Or how do you define “pre-load” on a bike? You best make
sure your team know how you define it or you could end up in a pickle, as the Academy athletes
found out!
Riders and drivers were then split into two groups before lunch; Niall and Kevin lead a special
session for the riders, where they discussed motorcycle specific techniques in more detail and where
Kevin introduced the riders to some new training techniques to help them build up strength in the
right areas to deal with the demands of motorcycle sport. In the next room, SMS Academy coaches –
Blair Brown and Malcolm McNab – lead a slightly less active session for the drivers which delved into
detail on the friction circle; a model used to explain how a rider or drivers inputs affect the grip of
their tyres.
The day was concluded with sessions on how the athletes can maximise their performance in
competition, by preparing properly for competition weekends and carrying out effective debriefs.
The range of disciplines represented in the room lead to a broad discussion, which included the
value of course recces, pre and post event video analysis, performance logging and much more.

Commenting after his busy day in session 3, Scottish Superbike championship rider Callum Grigor
said:
“It was a very interesting day where I personally learned a lot. We were lucky enough to
be joined by Niall Mackenzie who gave us an amazing insight on what it was like to ride
at the top level of our sport. I can’t wait for the next session!”
We’d like to say a special thank you to Niall Mackenzie, for making the journey all the way up from
the Midlands to spend time with the Academy athletes and share his knowledge and experience
with them. Niall, who was part of the initial selection for the SMS Academy programme, wished the
SMS Academy athletes well before he left and commented:
“I thoroughly enjoyed my day with some of our bright young Scottish motorsport stars
of the future. Congrats to Scottish Motor Sports on making this great initiative
possible!”
The fourth and final SMS Academy session will take place on 17 July, when the riders and drivers will
go through media training, learn about how to get the most out of social media and learn how to
build their brand.

HOW TO PROMOTE A CLUB IN A DIGITAL AGE?
When we think about promoting our club activities we often think about our physical attendance at
events where there will be a high footfall of people with an interest in cars and bikes. Events like the
Ignition Festival of Motoring in Glasgow, on the surface, served as great platforms to promote our
sport to a new audience.
But in this highly digital age that we live in, is there a better and
more efficient way of getting our message out to an audience
that may have in interest in our sport? Earlier this year, SMS
supported the Scottish Motor Racing Club to create and
implement a Facebook advertising campaign to attract more
racing members into their club.
The social media aspect of the campaign was considered a
success with 59 people signed up to attend an information day
at Knockhill (which was unfortunately called off due to poor
weather in March), proving that it could be utilised as a very
effective tool for motorsport clubs.
Interested in finding out how you could run a similar campaign within your club?
We have written a case study to document the process we went through with the SMRC which can
be viewed here: SMRC Facebook Case Study

INTRODUCTION TO COACHING COURSE
21 JULY 2018
As part of our ongoing commitment to developing coaching within Scotland, we have arranged for
the MSA ‘Introduction To Coaching’ course to be delivered to MSA and SACU club members on
Saturday 21 July. The Introduction to coaching course is the first step on the MSA coaching pathway.
It is not a qualification; it is - as it says on the tin - an introduction to coaching. Outlined below, is
some information on the course.
What will I learn about?
The course provides an understanding of the coaching process and why it is important. Whilst
discussions will be put into a motorsport context, please note that this course focusses on the
science and art of coaching, over the technical skills and knowledge required to coach in motorsport.
During the course, participants will explore the following:









Roles and responsibilities of a coach
Preparation and planning
Underpinnings of sport skill
Principles of the skill development process
Coaching methods and simulated process
Health and safety
The sport sciences: hygiene and performance factors
Where next: Improving / developing your coaching

Who can take part?
The course is aimed at any MSA or SACU club member who has an interest in coaching. It is not
necessarily just for those with a specific interest in becoming a motorsport coach either; whether
you are an official looking to improve your coaching skills to help you mentor others in your team, a
parent looking to understand the coaching process better so that you can best support your son and
daughter in their motorsport activities or simply a competitor who is interested in becoming a coach,
this course is ideally suited to you.
How Much does it cost?
This course is free. As part of our commitment to the development of coaching, Scottish Motor
Sports and the MSA will be covering the cost of this course.
Location and Time
The course will be held at Blair Drummond Community Hall, near Stirling. The day will commence at
10:00 and will conclude at 17:00. A light Lunch will be provided.
How do I sign up?
Please email rory.bryant@scottishmotorsports.co.uk by Friday 29th June to confirm your place on
the course. There are a limited number of spaces available on the course, which will be allocated on
a first come first serve basis. Further details on the event will be released once you have signed up.

KINGDOM OFF ROAD MOTORCYCLE CLUB
Regular SMS newsletter readers will note that we have referenced the success of the Kingdom Off
Road Motorcycle Club (KORMC) on a number of occasions. Just over 6 months on from the club
recruiting a paid part time coach – thanks to sportscotland’s Direct Club Investment support – SMS
Development Officer, Gillian Sefton, provides an update on the clubs progress:

KORMC have been working hard as a club to set up a new grassroots development programme
within Motocross. Through engaging with schools and the local community, the club have already
successfully completed their Sportscotland target of running 10 introductory sessions in 2018 and
have now begun progressing members through the 4 stage pathway towards achieving their
competition licence. The highly popular sessions are often oversubscribed and as a result KORMC
have had to set up a waiting list. 37 club members are currently working their way through the
pathway whilst 20 eagerly await their turn.
In order to deliver such a programme, the club required additional human resource. Since the
beginning of the year, KORMC have increased their work force from 3 to 23; 6 of whom are now club
coaches with a further 5 awaiting an opportunity to qualify. The coaching team also run a summer
referral programme for hard to reach children caught up in antisocial behaviour and illegal riding. To
date, 24 children have completed the programme this year and an additional 12 will take part in
September.
Club Coach Kevin Murray visited Kircaldy High School in partnership with Active Fife on two
occasions since January to deliver a general introduction to Motocross. Of the pupils who attended
the presentations, 20 will be given the opportunity to take part in a coached pathway session free of
charge as part of a school and community inclusion initiative which aims to provide sporting
opportunities for youths facing financial barriers towards participation.
JOB ALERT - KORMC COACH VACANCY
KORMC’s head coach - Kevin Murray – is moving onto pastures new having taken on a full time role elsewhere.
Kevin has been a huge asset to the club and we would like to take this opportunity to thank him for all of the
hard work that he has put in this year, particularly in writing the pathway sessions and assessments; building
relationships with schools and hard to reach children; and the daily coaching of the general membership.
Kevin is moving onto his new role in mid-June and we are therefore inviting coaches to apply. The job advert can
be viewed via the link below. Interviews are anticipated to take place during the w/c 25 June.
https://sportscotland.org.uk/jobs/vacancies/kingdom-off-road-motorcycle-club-club-and-community-off-roadmotorcycle-sports-coach-part-time/

THE SCOTTISH ROAD CAR SERIES
The Scottish Road Car Series was launched this year as an initiative to encourage new people into
motorsport. Round three of the SRCS came to a close at Boyndie on Sunday 27 May and so far the
series has attracted 37 registered competitors, over half of which are complete newcomers to MSA
motorsport, competing in everything from Airiel Atom’s to Ford Fiesta’s and Clan Crusaders! Further,
the series is currently being led by a regular drift and Gymkhana competitor who is sampling MSA
motorsport for the first time. Below is a summary of the events so far.

Scottish Sporting Car Club played to host to the first round of the series on 14 April at Ardeer, which
attracted a solid 11 car entry. The course layouts on the day were tight and challenging for the
drivers and rewarded precision and a nimble handling car. At the end of the day, it was Bob Mather
who came out on top in his Renault Clio that he shared with 3rd placed finisher Dominic Shanahan.
Ryan Gardiner took a close 2nd place in his Mazda Mx5 and Craig Neil was awarded the ‘SRCS driver
of the day’ award for his efforts hustling his big SEAT Cupra Estate car around the course! Lauren
Austen-Maycock was also awarded a special chocolate prize for efforts travelling over 4 hours from
Fraserburgh to compete her Mazda MX3 in the event! It was worth the trip according to Lauren
though:
“I was extremely nervous for doing the first event as I had never competed before with
my car. Once I got there everyone was extremely friendly, approachable and helpful. I
had a great laugh, even though I kept getting lost on the test due to my terrible sense of
direction! Whether you’re interested in cars or not, I would highly recommend giving the
Scottish Road Car Series a try!”
Round 2 of the series took place at Knockhill on 28 April, where quite a different challenge awaited
the competitors. Where Ardeer was tight and technical, the courses set out by Glenrothes Motor
Sports Club were fast and flowing. This coupled with changing weather conditions (sun, rain and hail
all in the space of a few hours!) made for a real challenge and saw multiple drivers have some minor
excursions in their efforts to muscle their cars around the course. The event attracted a great entry
with 18 competitors, many of whom had competed in round 1 at Ardeer as well. Again there was a
great variety of cars present at this event which attracted some more raw machinery such as Taimur
Shoaib’s Caterham and Michael McAlinden’s Ariel Atom! There were also some more classic entries
from Alasdair Tannock’s mini and Scott Clements exuberantly driven Clan Crusader.

The top three drivers from round 1 were back again to defend the top spots but it was Drifter and
Gymkhana competitor, Steven McConnell who made a mark in his first road car series event, to take
the win in his BMW 328. Andrew Park took 2nd place in his Honda S2000 and Dominic Shanahan
equalled his round 1 result with a fantastic 3rd place finish. Driver of the day went to Liam Hughes in
his Lexus GS300.
Commenting on his successful debut, Steven McConnell said:
“I’m over the moon with Saturdays win! It was great to be a part of such a cool event the level of driving from everyone on the day was on form, track layouts and conditions
were tricky meaning everyone had to push hard. I can’t wait to get back behind the
wheel at the next SRCS event!”
Round 3 was hosted by 63 Car Club and took place at
Boyndie kart track, offering another challenge for the series
competitors as they took to the first circuit based venue of
the year.
Steven McConnell continued his impressive
form, taking another win in his BMW 328 followed closely
by John Macleod in his Audi TT who was not only new to
the series but taking part in his first ever motorsport event!
For his efforts as a newcomer, John also took the driver of
the day award. Third place went to Aaron Smillie, who has
some previous motorsport experience but is enjoying the
challenge of the Scottish Road Car Series:
“I’ve dabbled a bit in grassroots motor sports before but
nothing like this. It’s been great so far even although this
is only my second event as I couldn’t make it to Ardeer.
Staying in Elgin, Boyndie is local to me, however the other
events are definitely worth travelling to and I hope to fit
in as many as possible.”
The results after round 3 see Steven McConnell leading the series with Bob Maither and Dominic
Shanahan hot on his heels in second and third. However, there is a long way to go and with only
drivers top five results counting towards the end of season points, there are still plenty of
opportunities for others to challenge for the top spots, especially with a range of different venues
coming up in the calendar that will play to different car and driver strengths.
All in all, it has been a strong start to the new series and it is encouraging that it has been successful
at attracting complete motorsport newcomers into the sport, whilst also providing an attractive
offering for those already engaged in the sport. With 7 rounds still to go, we are confident that the
series will continue to attract more competitors. We’re also hopeful that the development of our
new promotional video – courtesy of series partner Tartan Tarmac – will help us to raise awareness
and continue the growth of the series. This new video can be viewed at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfSORpO_QRQ
Next we head to Errol Airfield, Perthshire for round 4, hosted by Saltire Rally Club.

WSKC SCHOOLS PROGRAMME
The Summerlee Raceway circuit in Larkhall, Scotland plays host to the esteemed West of Scotland
Kart Club (WSKC). Many big names in motorsports started out their career here including former F1
driver, Paul di Resta and multiple Le Mans winner, Allan McNish. David Coulthard, Dario Franchitti,
Marino Franchitti, and Ryan Dalziel were all members and raced at the track as did the late, great
Colin McRae. More recently Dexter Paterson became World Junior CIK-FIA Champion, Angus
Moulsdale became Junior X30 European Champion and Lewis Gilbert became MSA National Minimax
Champion. Truly a club where champions are born!
2018 is shaping up to be a busy one for the club as WSKC are once again
playing proud hosts to the Super 1 Championship, the LGM
Championship, the NKF Championship, the RAF MSA Inter Services
Championship round and for the first time, the NATSKA School
Championship is to visit Summerlee.
In addition to this, WSKC have been working hard on creating and
introducing a brand new Schools Programme in partnership with Scottish
Motor Sports (SMS), Active Schools South Lanarkshire and South
Lanarkshire Leisure and Culture (SLLC). This exciting new programme,
partly funded by SLLC, saw the club visit Trinity High School in South
Lanarkshire earlier this year to deliver a Karting presentation to over 200
S1 pupils. Following this, pupils were invited to apply for a space on the
club’s 4 week programme. In total, 40 strong applications were made and
the nominated delegates had the unenviable task of selecting the 12
most suitable pupils to join the programme.
Aimed at raising the profile of WSKC amongst 12-14 year olds within the local community, the
programme delivered by the club’s MSA level 2 qualified coaches - Chris McLean and Iain Brown was set up to provide an all-round introduction to Karting including driving techniques, mechanics
and the role of a kart marshal. By the end of the programme, successful pupils will have gained
WSKC certificates in Marshalling and Kart Maintenance alongside a WSKC practice membership.
Through introducing young people to the thrill of karting, with proper coaching and support, it is of
course the intention that these participants become more involved in the club after the programme
is complete; be that in the driving seat, as a marshal or as a mechanic. For this reason, there will be
follow up opportunities for the programme participants to get involved in the sport through
additional marshal training and track time.

However, it is acknowledged that if such a programme is to be truly successful at converting local
youths into active club members then a more robust structure needs to be developed to retain their
long term interest in the club. For this reason, we are working with our partners to identify funding
opportunities and to develop a more comprehensive programme that would engage more schools in
the club and that would aim to create an inter school competition structure at the venue.
Paul Wright, Active Schools Coordinator for South Lanarkshire commented:
“The project has been a great success and we are delighted with the response from the
pupils who took part. Their confidence has grown massively from the first visit and it’s
clear that they have taken a lot from the experience. The tuition was first class, as was
the reception at WSKC who made sure that the pupils were made to feel very welcome.
We hope to continue our partnership with Scottish Motorsports and WSKC to develop a
recognised programme which other schools can invest in. We are pleased that Trinity
High seized the opportunity to lead the way.”
Overall, the new initiative is off to a great start. It is showing particular promise amongst the
different divisions of the local authority who are now expressing huge interest in the sport of
karting, which can offer both sporting and educational experiences for young people. Watch this
space!

NEW STUDENT MOTORSPORT MANAGMENT TEAM FORMED
Over the past year, the student motor scene has stagnated in Scotland with the demise of the
Scottish Student Karting Championship and a noticeably less engaged group of student clubs. We
believe that having a vibrant student motorsport scene is of great importance to the sport as a
whole and for that reason, it is clear that a new approach is required to boost student engagement
in Scotland.
In April, we launched an application process to find three student volunteers to lead the
development of a new events calendar and promotional campaign to increase student participation
in 2018/19 and beyond. Students were invited to complete an application outlining why they felt
they were the right candidate to rejuvenate the student motorsport scene in Scotland.
From this a new student management group has been formed; Emily Glanville (Strathcyde
University), Andrew Chapman (Strathclyde University) and Taelor Shand (Robert Gordon’s
University) have been selected as the new Scottish Student Motorsport Management Team. Each of
the students have been appointed into a specific role within the group with Emily as Marketing
Manager, Andrew as Events Manager and Taelor taking on the role of Business Development
Manager.
With the support of Scottish Motor Sports, they will be responsible for building relationships with
clubs and venues to develop a new student motorsports event calendar that will include a mixture of
karting, Autotest and trials bike activities. They will also be responsible for working with an
appointed web developer to create a new digital platform to facilitate online entry to the events and
from there, they will be responsible for creating a marketing strategy to promote the events to their
fellow students.
SMS Development Officer, Gillian Sefton, has over seen the recruitment of the new student group
and feels that the future of student motorsport is in good hands:
“The newly appointed Scottish Student Motorsport (SSM) Management Team are
extremely enthusiastic and dedicated towards growing the sport and creating
opportunities for new students to get involved. The team have been collaborating well
together and have begun to action a fresh, innovative plan for the future. Not only a big
step forward for the sport, this is also a great opportunity for Emily, Andrew and Taelor
to gain valuable, hands-on experience in the industry. Such experiences are highly
sought after amongst students looking to build their CV and increase their employability
and I truly believe we have the correct individuals in post. I look forward to being part of
their journey as they revolutionise student motorsport in Scotland!”
Events manager Andrew has played a prominent role in the Strathclyde University Motorsport Club
over the past couple of years but is pleased to be involved in an initiative that can help improve the
accessibility of motorsport for students on a national scale:
"Being a part of the Student Motorsport Management team is a great chance for me to
help open the sport to students and give them the chance to participate in events that
would normally be prohibitively expensive.

Over the past couple of years I've developed my passion for Motorsport through my
University society and I now feel it is the perfect time for me to give back where I can"
The new SSM website and 2018/19 calendar of event is due to be up and running in advance of
September Fresher’s weeks commencing.

DISABILITY MOTORSPORT SCOTLAND
Disability Motorsport Scotland (DMS) are the first Sottish Charity to offer FREE motorsport taster
sessions for people living with a disability. The club facilitate opportunities which cater to individual
needs and offer appropriate, personalised provisions for those interested in motorsport. At present,
DMS have one adapted race car which they use for driving experiences and passenger rides. This has
proven to be so popular amongst Scotland’s disabled population that as a club they are now
oversubscribed.

In order to deal with the increased demand, DMS are in need of another vehicle. The club require
help to raise £5,000 to buy and adapt a car with suitable controls to allow them to double their
offering to people living with a disability in Scotland who have an interest in motorsport, are seeking
an adrenaline rush or are simply looking to join a family of like-minded people. In partnership with
SMS, DMS have set up a crowdfunding campaign through JustGiving to rally up the support of the
general public. For more information or to donate, follow the link below:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/disabilitymotorsport
All contributions, humble or grand are greatly appreciated!
This is part of a longer term plan to develop a legitimate pathway for people with a disability to
progress on from the DMS taster sessions and compete in motorsport in Scotland.

SMS VISIT NORTHERN IRISH MOTORSPORT TASKFORCE
On 11 May, Scottish Motor Sports Development Manager - Rory Bryant – visited Belfast to meet the
Northern Ireland Motorsport Taskforce group. This followed an invitation from the group to come
and present on the SMS project and its progress over the past couple of years.
The Taskforce is chaired by Ian Paisley MP and comprises of members from various Northern Irish
government departments. The group has been set up to evaluate the potential contribution
motorsport - both two and four wheel – can make to the country, with a view to creating an action
plan to grow and develop the sport. The group were interested to hear about the process we have
been through in Scotland to secure public investment and particularly to hear about projects like the
SMS Academy programme and our coaching initiatives, and their impact so far.

Through the discussion on the day, it transpired that there are some opportunities for some shared
learning going forward and Rory Bryant explained that it was deemed a positive experience for both
parties overall:
“It was great to meet everyone from the Taskforce; like Scotland, for such a small country
Northern Ireland has a lot of heritage and success in motorsport and so it’s great to see a group
dedicated to exploring the potential of the sport further. We’re very happy to share our
experiences, having gone through a similar process in Scotland, and we’re keen to continue
discussions with the group and learn from some of the work that they are doing as well.”
Tony Murphy - Department for Communities and Taskforce member - also commented:
“On behalf of the Taskforce, I’d like to thank Rory for taking the time to attend our meeting in
Belfast. It was very useful to hear first-hand how Scotland has gone about developing
motorsports, particularly in developing the clubs network, developing competitors and ways of
increasing participation. This will all be very helpful in informing our recommendations for a
way forward for motorsport in Northern Ireland.”

SAVE THE DATE!
SMS CLUB DEVEOPMENT DAY
Following the successful running of last year’s inaugural SMS Club
Development day, we are pleased to confirm that the event will run again in
2018 on Saturday 3rd November. Further information and details on the event
will be released in due course but if you have any queries, contact us on
info@scottishmotorsports.co.uk

