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Presenting vehicles in clean condition
It is worth reminding competitors of their responsibility to present their car for scrutineering in a clean condition, as
detailed in (H)33.1.2. A Scrutineer at a recent Stage Rally reported that he was presented with several cars that had
clearly not been cleaned for some time, with mechanical components covered in dirt. If you are presented with a
vehicle in a dirty condition that does not allow you to scrutineer it effectively, you may request for it to be re-presented
once it has been cleaned!
Display of competition numbers
An often-overlooked regulation is the requirement for numbers to be displayed on the front of the vehicle as per
(J)4.1.2. A recent report from a Circuit Race at Brands Hatch stated that around half the field were not displaying
numbers on the front of the car. This is particularly important in Circuit Racing where the marshals, timekeepers,
observers and other race officials need to be able to quickly identify vehicles which may be approaching them. Please
remind competitors of this requirement if found whilst scrutineering, pointing out that the chief timekeeper may
decline to record the performance of any vehicle whose competition numbers are not readily apparent to the lap
recorders as per (Q)11.2.
Remember that in Circuit Racing there is also the option to have windscreen-mounted numbers as per (Q)11.4.
FHR tether
We were recently contacted by a scrutineer reporting that they had come across the Simpson FHR tether shown here
for the first time, initially being unsure of its validity having not seen one before. However, a quick check on the
relevant FIA Technical List 29 showed it to be perfectly valid for use with the relevant type of anchorage post as shown
in the image on the right. A good example of how if you are in any doubt, a quick reference to the relevant
documentation can often prove valuable!

FHR homologation labels
Over the last couple of months, we have received a relatively large number of reports – mainly from scrutineers – of
FHR homologation labels with worn or faded details, with a few examples shown below. The labels are located in areas
that would be subjected to continuous or regular wear when in use, and as such in most cases the legitimacy of the
FHR itself is not necessarily in question. However, the lack of readable information does mean that scrutineering the
item can be difficult, particularly if you wish to check against the relevant FIA Technical List.
Our advice if you come across an FHR with faded information on the homologation label, such as shown in these
examples, is that you scrutineer it as normal to check that there is nothing that causes you any doubt or concern with
the device, including that other aspects of the FIA label and hologram appear to be genuine. If there is any doubt at
all, or if there is something else that seems wrong, then you may reject the FHR as normal. However, if everything else
appears to be in order then the faded information alone should not be a reason to reject the FHR. If possible, take
photos and detail the serial number on the FIA hologram so that you can report it to the Technical team here at
technical@motorsportuk.org – if necessary we can validate certain details with the FIA using the hologram serial
number and report back.

Fake harnesses
We were recently alerted to a post on social media
advertising 2 sets of ‘Sabelt’ harnesses for sale, as
pictured here. They had been very quickly identified
as fake items due to the claimed ‘not valid after’
date on the label shown – which is more than 6
years away, despite harnesses only having a 5-year
FIA homologation validity! Consequently, the
furthest ‘not valid after’ date that should currently
be seen is 2024.
The homologation number on the label does relate
on FIA Technical List 24 to a genuine Sabelt
product, so it is likely that it is a copy of a genuine
label. As always, remain vigilant when checking
such

safety

equipment,

and

remember

that

sometimes it is the simple things that can be the
giveaway that something is not quite right!
We have also just been sent some photos of another fake harness encountered by a Motorsport UK scrutineer while
scrutineering for a Safari Rally overseas. In fact, there were 4 identical new sets presented for scrutineering – all of
which were rejected. These purport to be a Sparco item, but in this case there are a number of giveaways as to their
authenticity. All 6 straps carried the same small label with ‘not valid after’ date, but no FIA homologation number, and
there was also no FIA hologram with the main homologation label, which also didn’t appear to be fully complete. In
addition to these points, the buckle and metalwork for mounting points and connectors reportedly felt to be of poor
quality and not what would be expected of a genuine item. Whilst found at an event abroad, the tell-tale signs displayed
here are worth taking note of as there is every chance that such items could find there way to events in the UK.

Harness mounting points
Scrutineers at a recent event at Silverstone found several vehicles with 6-point harnesses attached to just 4 mounting
points, where the crotch straps were attached to the same mounting points as the lap strap. Motorsport UK regulations
define a 6-point harness as having 6 anchorage points on the chassis/bodyshell or roll over bar. FIA regulations do
provide for anchorage points to be combined, but the mounting must be able to withstand double the load of a single
anchorage point. However, it is unlikely that a crotch strap attached to the lap strap anchorage points will meet the
required 20° maximum angle stated in Motorsport UK and FIA regulations.
As shown in the example below found at Silverstone, routing the crotch strap to the lap strap mounts can expose the
harness to chafing against the sharp edges of the seat frame and mounting. In this case it has caused severe damage
to the webbing that has rendered the harness unusable.

Ford Escort sump tanks in Historic Stage Rallying
We have recently received HRVIF applications for
Ford Escorts with cylinder shaped dry sump tanks
in the engine compartment.

Currently the

cylinder-shaped tank has not been proven to be a
period modification. We are aware of a handful of
Ford Escorts that have been issued a HRVIF in the
past and currently operate using this shaped sump
tank.
At present we are yet to find evidence of the
cylindric shaped tank to be used in period; until
we do, this sump tank shape will not be accepted
– scrutineers are reminded to use Section 1 on the
front cover of HRVIF forms if you encounter this
design of tank.

Kart brake pedal failures
We have been made aware of a small number of failures experienced on kart brake pedals, as pictured here. Whilst the
failures reported to us relate specifically to Tal-Ko ‘Veloce’ karts, this advice is equally applicable to any kart. Please
take care when scrutineering karts to check the integrity of the pedals, and if of tubular construction such as these, pay
particular attention to highly stressed areas and look closely for any signs of cracking or fatigue. If any signs of potential
failure are showing, then the pedal should be replaced before being used.

